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brief parliamentary career; in 1885 there had seemed for a moment
to be an opportunity for the old upper layers of French society to
return to that political arena from which the noiwdks couches of
Gambetta had excluded them. But the putlisuncntary career of the
Prince des Laumes was as doomed to futility as was the resistance
of Vercingetorix in that Alesia that rises above the little Iturgundian
town from which the heirs to the Guermantes duchy took their
title. It was the business of the Due dc Saint-Simon, so Lytton
Strachey said, to be a due etpair. So it was the business of the Due de
Guermantes. And not only his business, but the business of the
men and women of the Faubourg. Brief visits to Twickenham, the
formal parties in the great hotels of the Faubourg, seasons in the
great chateaux, these were poor substitutes for the daily ritual of
Versailles. The Due de Guermantes helping on a rotumr with his
coat with a skill intended by heredity and training to be used on a
royal shirt, is an example of the bad effects of unemployment on
the character. He was a skilled workman tmable to practise hit*
trade and, like many skilled workmen, unwilling to learn a trade
that he could practise.
What is missing in the Guermantes circle is the King, Their
frivolity, their futility, their treason to their own standard** is the
outward sign of their inward lack. They were, in many ways, no
more futile, idle, frivolous than were the courtiers of Louia XIV.
But those courtiers were forced to obey, to respect, and to accept
the authority of the State embodied in a man. Louis XIV wan a link
with reality that no courtier could ignore, and if they needed to
think of nothing but a journey to Marly or oven to Fontoinebleau,
the King had more serious preoccupations. He could afford to
be ignorant of fundamental facts about pedigrees to the horror and
scandal of Saint-Simon. Worse, he could knowingly refuse to
admit the importance of the genealogical facts he did know. He
could impose his bastards on the Court with more success than
M. de Charlus did his protigfo on the best society of Paris. lie
could upset the natural order of things; for reasons of State make
all marshals knights of the Holy Ghost, give Berwick a rank refused
him in his native land and give the real power of the State to
bourgeois and the sons of bourgeois, leaving the bluest blood of
France to fight over precedence, over whose wives could ait down